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The Riverboat Ball on the Hudson River Brought Some '20s
Soul to the City
Michael Arenella and his Dreamland Orchestra embarked on the crew's first ever Riverboat
Ball on the Hudson River
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By REBECCA BRATBURD

On Thursday evening, Michael Arenella and his Dreamland Orchestra embarked on
the crew's first ever Riverboat Ball on the Hudson River.

On board, 250 guests enjoyed oysters, shrimp and Champagne, not to mention the
joy of dressing up in 1920s garb. On the dance floor were ladies in pearls,
feathered headbands and flapper dresses and gentlemen in straw boater hats,
seersucker suits and suede oxfords.

Walter Wlodarczyk

Champagne flowed at the Riverboat Ball.
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"Time has stopped. There's no sense of time. There's no sense of date.
Everybody's here living for the moment,
celebrating life and celebrating
America," Mr. Arenella said between
songs.

Jazz music arrived in New York by way
of riverboat bands from the South, he
said. This bit of history led him to the
idea of throwing a Fourth of July party
aboard the Queen of Hearts riverboat.

"There are plenty of tourist-trap boats
going around the island, so I wanted to
create something different with a
romantic undertone and make people
feel happy and want to celebrate," he
said. "I didn't want it to be obvious. I
wanted it to feel private, like something
you had to discover. I turned this boat
into a floating speakeasy for a night."

The evening's entertainment included
Mr. Arenella on trumpet and vocals and

a small incarnation of the full orchestra including ragtime pianist Terry Waldo and
banjo player Alan Cary. Grace Gotham, an Upper East Side-based chanteuse, also
performed.

"Live music and theater are becoming
rarer and rarer," Ms. Gotham said.
"This harkens back to those times. For
an evening, you get to be on a
riverboat, enjoying music from
yesteryear and acts you don't see very
often."

Helen Pontani, known as "The Tapping
Tornado," of the World Famous Pontani
Sisters burlesque revue, also
performed. Ms. Pontani said she lives

for the 1920s. "It was simpler times. Things now are so complicated, but you can
forget about everything here, let it all go and leave your worries behind," she said
over a glass of Champagne.

Indeed, it appeared that guests
welcomed the opportunity to stash their
phones for a few hours and converse
over cocktails and crab cakes. The
Queen of Hearts sailed north to the
George Washington Bridge and back
down the Hudson River, providing
breathtaking views of Manhattan's
West Side.

The intentionally undersold cruise

Walter Wlodarczyk

Grace Gotham

Enlarge Image

Walter Wlodarczyk

Michael Arenella and His Dreamland Orchestra

Enlarge Image

Walter Wlodarczyk

Helen Pontani

Enlarge Image

Walter Wlodarczyk

Ragtime piano man Terry Waldo.

Enlarge Image

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324399404578583932317286550.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323689204578573763575086702.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324260204578585632684413350.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324260204578583482948367730.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323689204578573763575086702.html?mod=trending_now_3
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324260204578585632684413350.html?mod=trending_now_4
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324260204578583482948367730.html?mod=trending_now_5
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/07/05/new-york-photos-of-the-week-june-29-july-5/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/07/05/nypd-recovers-body-believed-to-be-missing-jet-skier/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/07/05/worker-killed-by-falling-pipe-on-governors-island/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/07/05/nypd-searches-for-suspect-who-shot-officer-in-leg/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/07/05/weather-journal-mercury-soaring-this-weekend/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/?mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/feed?mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324399404578586362295321962.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587722317958676.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587721839128706.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323899704578583521682403886.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories#


7/5/13 11:22 PMThe Riverboat Ball on the Hudson River Brought Some '20s Soul to the City - WSJ.com

Page 3 of 5http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324853704578587723138114756.html?mod=WSJ_NY_LEFTSecondStories

Broadway Shows
Lincoln Center
Metropolitan Opera

NY Philharmonic
American Ballet Theater
Museum of Modern Art

Starting Address
OR Intersection or Popular Restaurant/Place

Destination Address
OR Intersection or Popular Restaurant/Place

Related Topics

NewYork-PCS
Your number #1 source for efficient & reliable cleaning services!
http://newyork-pcs.com/

The Shoe Fetish Movement
Motivational Empowerment Events for Women & Youths
www.ShoeFetishMovement.com

INYWT-In NewYork We Trust
The Heart of a New Yorker, The Soul of an Artist.
www.INYWT.com

Content from our Sponsors [?]

SALARY.COM

15 Things You
Should Never Do at
Your Desk

ENVIRONMENTAL

GRAFFITI

The Tallest
Abandoned
Structures on Earth

NEWSER

7-Car Pile-Up Ends
With ... 6 DUIs

JOIN THE DISCUSSION
Be the first to comment

MORE IN
New York-Culture »

allowed for a distinct level of intimacy only possible with a small crowd.

"I decided not to sell it out to capacity because it would have been too crowded,"
Mr. Arenella said. "I took a bit of a financial hit, but it was worth it to me for the party
to feel intimate and let people have room to breathe."

On the top deck, guests observed the fireworks display with Manhattan shining with
life on the horizon. Mirrored buildings reflected the shimmering fireworks, One
World Trade Center towered in red, white and blue, and the Empire State Building's
bright new lights sparkled with patriotic colors. Afterward, many guests returned to
the dance floor for a last dance before the boat docked at Pier 79.

The Riverboat Ball is likely to become a yearly tradition like the company's Jazz
Age Lawn Party on Governors Island, Mr. Arenella said, giving New Yorkers
another chance to escape to the Roaring Twenties.

"We're at a time in our culture now where we're looking for happiness. We're
looking for hope. That's what the '20s were about," Mr. Arenella said. "We've got all
of the technology now and social media, but what we're missing today is romance
and soul. The '20s had soul and that's my little contribution to the city. It's OK to let
yourself go and to celebrate."

A version of this article appeared July 5, 2013, on page A19 in the U.S. edition of The Wall Street
Journal, with the headline: Some 1920s Soul by Way of Riverboat.
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